
How ICANN will process 
applications if many are received

Introduction

The New gTLD Program is unique in its global scope 
and its mission to open the domain name space to 
competition and choice. ICANN plans for rigorous 
ĞǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�ŵĂŶǇ�
ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�/��EE�ŝƐ�
ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞĚ�ĚĞůĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞƐ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŶǇ�
ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ŽŶ�ƌŽŽƚ�ǌŽŶĞ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĞĂƐŝůǇ�ŵŽŶŝ-
tored. This creates an unusual problem because there 
ŝƐ�ŶŽ�ƵƉƉĞƌ�ůŝŵŝƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͘�dŽ�ƐŽůǀĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐƐƵĞ͕�/��EE�ŚĂƐ�ďƵŝůƚ�
ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�Őd>��WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϱϬϬ�
ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƟŵĞ͘�/Ĩ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕�Ă�ƉůĂŶ�ŝƐ�ĚĞǀŝƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ĚŝǀŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƐĞƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƌŽƵŐŚůǇ�ϱϬϬ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�
ŽŌĞŶ�ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�͞ďĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘͟

/Ĩ�ďĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͕�Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƚŝŵĞ�ƐƚĂŵƉ�
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƚĐŚĞƐ͘�
;�ĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�
ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�
ƚŽ�/��EE͕�ŶŽƌ�ǁŝůů�ďĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ�ďĞ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�
ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƌĂŶĚŽŵ�ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ͘Ϳ�dŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�
ǁŝůů�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŽďƚĂŝŶ�Ă�ƟŵĞͲƐƚĂŵƉ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁŝůů�ŽĐĐƵƌ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͘�

Why this process?

Determining what process to use in dividing appli-
cants into batches was a challenge. Some obvious 
ƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ďƵƚ�ƵůƚŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ�
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŵĞ͕�ĮƌƐƚ�
ƐĞƌǀĞ�ďĂƐŝƐ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƐƉĞĞĚ�;ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇͿ�
ŝŶ�ƐƵďŵŝƫŶŐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͘�

How does it work?

dŚĞ�ďĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ĂĐƟǀĂƚĞĚ�ŝĨ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ƚŚĂŶ�ϱϬϬ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͘��ĂĐŚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�ǁŝůů�
ďĞ�ŶŽƟĮĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĂŶ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚ�Ă�
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ͘�dŚĞ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�͞Śŝƚ͟�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƟŵĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌ-
ŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ͕�Žƌ�
subsequent batches.  
 

EĞǆƚ͕�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŝŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�Śŝƚ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�ĂƐ�ĐůŽƐĞ�ĂƐ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƟŵĞ͘�/ƚ Ɛ͛�ŬŝŶĚ�ŽĨ�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ŐĂŵĞ�ŽĨ�
ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĂƌĐŚĞƌǇ͘�&ŝƌƐƚ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�
Śŝƚ�ŝƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂĐǇ�ĂƐ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ͘

dŚĞƐĞ�ƚǁŽ�ƟŵĞƐ�;ŝ͘Ğ͕͘�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ�
ƟŵĞͿ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďƐŽůƵƚĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚǁŽ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƐĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�

Batching Basics
 New Generic Top-Level Domains



ƟŵĞ�ǀĂƌŝĂŶĐĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�
to determine placement within a batch.

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƟŵĞ�ŝƐ�ϭϮ͗ϬϬ͗ϬϬ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƚƵĂů�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ǁĂƐ�Śŝƚ�ŝƐ�ϭϮ͗ϬϬ͗Ϭϭ͘�
dŚĂƚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƚĂŵƉ�ŝƐ�ϬϬ͘ϬϬ͘Ϭϭ͘�
^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƚĂŵƉ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂďƐŽůƵƚĞ͕�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ�ŶƵŵ-
ďĞƌƐ͘��Ŷ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�ǁŚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂů�ĞŶƚƌǇ�
ϬϬ͗ϬϬ͗Ϭϭ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƟŵĞ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�
ƟŵĞ�ƐƚĂŵƉ�ĂƐ�ŽŶĞ�ǁŚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ϬϬ͗ϬϬ͗Ϭϭ�ĂŌĞƌ�
ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƟŵĞ͘

Ensuring Geographic Diversity

The New gTLD Program was established to bring 
ŵŽƌĞ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŵĂŝŶ�
ŶĂŵĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŵ-
ƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞīŽƌƚ͘�dŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶŽ�ŽŶĞ�
ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽďĞ�ĚŽŵŝŶĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ďĂƚĐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�
ŵŝƟŐĂƚĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�
depending on where the nearest Internet server 
ŝƐ͕�/��EE�ǁŝůů�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�
ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ��ĮƌƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ďǇ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƚĂŵƉ͘

�ĂƚĐŚĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉŽƌƟŽŶĂů�ŵŽĚĞů�ƚŽ�
ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ĞƋƵĂů�ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƌĞ-
ŇĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�ƐƚĂŵƉ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘��

Opting Out

Some applicants have no preference as to when their 
ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĞĚ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ�ƐƟůů�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�
ƐƚĂŵƉ͕�ďƵƚ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŽ�ƐŽ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĂƌĞ�͞ŽƉƟŶŐ�ŽƵƚ͘͟ �dŚŝƐ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�
ďĞ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ďĂƚĐŚ�ĂŌĞƌ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�͞ŽƉƚ�ŝŶ͟�
are placed.

Multiple Applications for Similar Domain 
Name Extensions

dŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŵĂŝŶ�ŶĂŵĞ�
ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ĚŽŵĂŝŶ�ŶĂŵĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ͕�Žƌ�͞ƐƚƌŝŶŐ͕͟ �
must be unique. In the event that more than one 
ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ĂƉƉůŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�Žƌ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ƚŽƉͲůĞǀĞů�
ĚŽŵĂŝŶ͕�Ăůů�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƐƚƌŝŶŐƐ�
ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůŝĞƐƚ�ďĂƚĐŚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ͘�&Žƌ�
ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŝĨ�ŽŶĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ďĂƚĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�
ŝƐ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ďĂƚĐŚ͕�ďŽƚŚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�
will be placed in the earlier batch. This will help 
ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƵŶŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌŝůǇ�
ŚĞůĚ�ƵƉ�ďǇ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͘

About ICANN:�dŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ��ŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��ƐƐŝŐŶĞĚ�EĂŵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�EƵŵďĞƌƐ�;/��EEͿ�ǁĂƐ�ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϴ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ Ɛ͛�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�
ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞƌƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͘�tŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ǁĞ�ǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽŶĞ�ŐůŽďĂů�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŶŽƚͲĨŽƌͲƉƌŽĮƚ͕�ƉƵďůŝĐͲďĞŶĞĮƚ�ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ�Ăůů�ŽǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ� ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� /ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ͕� ƐƚĂďůĞ�ĂŶĚ� ŝŶƚĞƌŽƉĞƌĂďůĞ͘� /ƚ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƐ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉƐ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ Ɛ͛�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞƌƐ͘�/��EE�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘�/ƚ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ƐƚŽƉ�ƐƉĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ĚĞĂů�ǁŝƚŚ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘��Ƶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŝƚƐ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƌŽůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ Ɛ͛�ŶĂŵŝŶŐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ŝƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
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