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Public Component ( Criteria 1 ) - Questions
Candidates will receive points as indicated below for demonstrating each of the following public interest criteria. Candidates should indicate on their application for funding support which criteria they believe their application meets. Candidates do not need to meet all criteria to meet the threshold or qualify for financial assistance, but priority will be given to those who are scored the highest.
Nine points is the maximum, and a minimum of five points is required.

Please refer to the New gTLD Financial Assistance Handbook for instructions on how to complete this form. 

Enter your Application ID below:

	Application ID:    


	1
	Community based project

	
	The New gTLD Applicant Guidebook specifies that each applicant must declare if its application is a community-based project. Applicants for financial support that also have indicated that a project is community-based will be evaluated by the Support Application Review Panel (SARP) teams against the four Community Priority evaluation criteria found in Module 4 of the New gTLD Applicant Guidebook: community establishment, nexus between proposed string and community, registration policies, and community endorsement. Rather than following the strict scoring methodology in the New gTLD Applicant Guidebook, the SARP will perform a high-level review to determine whether the applicant generally meets those criteria. Applicants that generally meet the criteria in the four tests will be given 1 point. Applicants that do not meet this threshold will receive 0 points. 
It is important to note that while the SARP and the ICANN New gTLD Evaluation Panels are using similar criteria in certain cases, the SARP’s objective is to identify those applicants most worthy of financial support to help reduce barriers to entry for the ICANN application process, not to evaluate an applicant’s New gTLD Application. Some applicants that receive funding support may not ultimately be successful with their New gTLD Applications. Given that the SARP’s priority is to identify those candidates that meet public interest priorities and not to address a contention set, the SARP will be given instructions to be more liberal in its interpretation of the Community Based priority criteria. In this regard, SARP findings related to community-based projects may be somewhat inconsistent with the Guidebook described Community Priority Evaluation that the financial aid applicant may later face.

Question: How does your application serve your community? 

This question is meant broadly to address how the applicant is proving service to its relevant group of users. It is possible, but it is not required that the application is designated as a community TLD as defined in the New gTLD Applicant Guidebook.

Maximum Points: 1



	Click here to enter your answer.



	2
	Public interest benefit including support for distinct cultural, 
linguistic or ethnic communities 

	
	The Applicant Support Program targets those applications that provide benefit to the public interest. These are applications that support distinct cultural, linguistic or ethnic communities, as well as communities with a defined social need. Applications that demonstrate a benefit to the public interest, enhance the public good, or promote the general welfare will be given priority. Applicants who meet the community-based application threshold might also receive points under this criterion. However, some applicants not designating their applications as community-based applications might still offer benefit for a distinct cultural, linguistic or ethnic community. For example, this might include groups with geographically dispersion or linguistic minorities. Applicants who demonstrate how their project will benefit such communities and serve the public interest will receive 1 point. Applicants may provide documentation already prepared to support their answer to Question 18 (Mission/Purpose) in the ICANN New gTLD Application, but may also provide supplemental documentation as appropriate.

Question: How does the proposed gTLD demonstrate benefit to the public interest, enhance the public good or promote the general welfare of the expected beneficiary community? Describe the public interest benefit of your gTLD. Answers should address (among others) the following points: 


· What is the mission/purpose of your proposed gTLD?


· Will the proposed gTLD support distinct cultural, linguistic or ethnic communities (e.g., groups with geographically dispersion or linguistic minorities protected by certain treaties) or communities meeting a defined social need? 
Maximum Points: 1



	Click here to enter your answer.



	3
	Service in an under-served language, the presence of which 
on the Internet has been limited

	
	Candidates applying for a string that is providing build-out of a language or script whose web presence is limited will be given priority for funding support. This may include smaller script communities whose scripts are very limited on the web and communities that regularly use more than one script but might otherwise face challenges with the build out of two scripts. Applicants that provide data or other documentation demonstrating the lack of presence of their language on the Internet and how their project will support that language presence will receive 1 point.

Question: Does the proposed gTLD offer service in an under-served language, the presence of which on the Internet has been limited? 

If Yes, how? You should include answers to (a), (b) and (c) below:

a) Identify the language

b) Provide data or evidence of the limited presence of this language on the Internet.

c) Describe how the proposed project will support or improve that language presence, including whether and in what ways outreach and communications will help to achieve your projected benefits.

Maximum Points: 1



	Click here to enter your answer.



	4
	Operation in a developing economy

	
	Applicants from developed countries may apply, but priority will be given to those from developing economies. Evaluation will be based on the expected service to public interest and the beneficiary community of the project and not the location of the back-end operations. Applications from and benefitting Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) based on the listing of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) will receive 2 points. Please see http://www.unohrlls.org/ for the list of countries in these categories. Applications from and benefitting indigenous peoples as described in Article 1 of Convention No. 169 of the International Labour Organization and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples will receive 2 points. Applications from and benefitting those from the UNDESA list of Developing Countries, who are not LDCs, LLDCs or SIDS, will receive 1 point. Applicants from all other (developed) countries and who are not Indigenous Peoples will receive 0 points. 

Question: What is the geographic location of the applicant, and what is the geographic location of the primary expected beneficiary community? How does the gTLD benefit the geographic community indicated?

Maximum Points: 2



	Click here to enter your answer.



	5
	Advocated by non‐profit, civil society and/or non‐governmental organizations in a manner consistent with the organizations’ social service mission(s) (0-1 points)

	
	An applicant may demonstrate benefit to the public interest through support for their project from local or partner organizations such as non-profit, civil society, and/or non-governmental organizations. Applicants may meet this requirement by providing letters of support from such organizations that indicate how the proposed project would further the organization’s social service mission or benefit the public interest; or evidence of gTLD project partners or donors/funding sponsors whose mission is aligned with the public interest. 

Question: Has your project received endorsement from non-profit, civil society and/or nongovernmental organizations in a manner consistent with the organizations’ social service mission(s)?

If yes, provide a listing of the organizations along with an overview of the type of endorsement. Letters of support from identified organizations should validate assertions. Documentary evidence of funding support or partnership arrangements should be provided.

Maximum Points: 1



	Click here to enter your answer.



	6
	Operation by a not-for-profit organization

	
	Priority will be given to entities that are not formed as conventional for-profit businesses – i.e., non-governmental organizations, non-profit entities, civil society organizations, foundations, trusts, mission-based organizations, etc. Non-profit organizations and similarly organized entities are eligible for 2 points; other organizations such as public-private partnerships, and hybrid entities (e.g. those that are profit/non-profit) are eligible for 1 point. 

Questions: Is the applicant formed as a not-for-profit organization?

Is the applicant formed as a public-private partnership or other hybrid entity? 

Maximum Points: 2



	Click here to enter your answer.



	7
	Operation by a local entrepreneur or not-for profit organization in a developing economy providing demonstrable social benefit

	
	While the Applicant Support Program is not intended to be used as a substitute for addressing conventional business risk, there is value in providing some support to entrepreneurs or non-profit organizations from developing countries whose project provides a demonstrable social benefit but who are unable to execute their project without funding support. The applicant can demonstrate that its project will provide social benefit including, but not limited to: (1) providing investment in the skill base of the target community; (2) fostering gender balance and the presence of minorities in the target community; (3) providing a positive contribution to the national or regional economy of its operation. Applicants will receive 1 point if able to document such social benefits.

Question: Is the applicant a local entrepreneur or not-for profit organization in a developing economy providing demonstrable social benefit? Provide a description and any supporting documentation to demonstrate how the project will provide social benefit.
Maximum Points: 1



	Click here to enter your answer.
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